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s Gough’s life is difficult to track, but it is possible that he married a girl called Gwenllian, two years his 

elder, from the ancient parish of Mynyddyslwyn in Monmouthshire. The couple were lodging there 
in 1861, John working as an agricultural labourer. However, ten years later, he is alone and closer to 
home, living in Ffestiniog with John and Ann Harris, and employed as a quarry labourer along with 
most of the town’s workforce.

It is clear that many of those who found work building the railway under Queensbury came from 
Wales and the leap from quarry labourer to tunnel miner is not a great one. It has though proved 
impossible to confirm whether this John Gough is the same man who lost his life at Queensbury.

Henry Jones’ death is recorded as “instant” and a function of a head injury. At the inquest, his widow 
stated that the couple lived in Sunderland.

The 1871 census records three Henry Jones with a birth year of 1836±2 years living in the North-
East. One is a factory worker, another is a coal miner whilst the third is a labourer in an iron works. 
The latter is the only one who does not appear in the 1881 census. From Wales, this Henry Jones 
was married to Irish-born Johannah and, in 1871, was living in Stranton, Hartlepool, with their two 
sons and three daughters.

Six of the men who helped to drive Rhondda Tunnel in South Wales during the late 1880s. It was a gang of Welsh miners, 
employed by the Diamond Rock Boring Company, who operated a rock drilling machine which was used the drive part of the 
headings either side of No.4 shaft. 

©
 RH

O
N

D
D

A CYN
O

N
 TAFF D

IG
ITAL ARCH

IVE



u     nsbury
T U N N E L  S O C I E T Y

Page 18 Queensbury Tunnel: Those Who Gave Their Lives (March 2017)

2 
 K

no
w

n 
ca

su
al

tie
s 2.6  Richard Jones

Circumstances of death 
On Monday 29th May 1876, three miners 
were working towards the north end of 
the tunnel at Hole Bottom. Amongst them 
was 33-year-old Richard Jones, although 
he went by a different name on the works, 
that of William Brear. This was a common 
custom amongst the navvies.

Having fired a number of shots, the men 
returned to clear away the resulting debris. 
Using a pick, Jones started to work a loose 
piece of stone which was in the way of 
the next set of holes to be drilled. After a 
short time, fearing that the stone might 
fall, his workmates told Jones to leave it. 
However their warning came too late. As he 
retreated, the stone - weighing about 4cwt 
- broke away and crushed him “terribly”.

Although he was quickly extricated, Jones passed away in the neighbourhood of Lister Hills as he 
was being taken to Bradford Infirmary. After being seen by Dr Lee, whose surgery was nearby, his 
remains were taken to the ‘dead house’ at the local workhouse.

Two days later, an inquest was held at Armstrong’s Hotel, Bradford, before William Barstow, the 
coroner. A number of navvies gave evidence but no blame was attached to anyone but Jones 
himself. A verdict of “accidental death” was returned.

Biographical information 
It has not been possible to confirm any biographical information on Richard Jones. His death 
certificate confirms that his “right leg [was] broken and body bruised from a large stone falling on 
him in Queensbury Tunnel on Ovenden and Thornton Railway. Lived about three hours.”

Richard was buried at St John’s Church in Clayton on 1st June 1876.

The 1871 census records a Richard Jones with a birth year of 1843 boarding with Robert and 
Barbara Thistlethwaite at Ingleton, North Yorkshire. Born in Shropshire, he was unmarried and 
working as a quarrier.

The north portal of Queensbury Tunnel at Hole Bottom.
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Circumstances of death 
On the morning of Thursday 17th August 1876, miner Llewellyn Jones set to work drilling a hole in 
No.2 shaft which had been started by men on the night shift. He was not aware however that the 
hole had already been completed and charged. There was an immediate explosion, causing injuries 
to his face and right arm.

Jones was assisted home and medical help sought. For several days, he appeared to be progressing 
favourably; however, on Tuesday 22nd, “lockjaw” (tetanus) set in and, despite the efforts of medical 
practitioners, he passed away in great agony on the morning of Thursday 24th August.

Biographical information 
The death of a Llewellyn Jones was recorded in Bradford within the correct timeframe, suggesting 
his age was 31. A man of the same name was a witness at the inquest into the deaths of Henry 
Jones and John Gough, who were killed in similar circumstances. He was a Foreman and had been 
working on the new line since about August 1875.

Huge volumes of water descend No.2 shaft due to an adit emerging into it about 65 feet up.
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still alive in 1881. The remaining man came from Glyncorrwg in South Wales and was the eldest of 
at least eight children to father Thomas and mother Gwenllian. Collectively the family farmed about 
100 acres of land at Llangynwyd near Maesteg, where Llewellyn lived for much of his life. By 1871, 
he was employed as a weigher at an ironworks, working alongside three of his brothers.

It has proved impossible to confirm whether this Llewellyn Jones is the same man who lost his life in 
Queensbury Tunnel.

2.8  Frederick Goulding

Circumstances of death 
On Wednesday 31st January 1877, miner Frederick Goulding was standing near an empty wagon 
whilst workmates rolled a large piece of rock down from the top heading (upper part of the 
excavation). Unexpectedly, the rock struck the wagon, crushing Goulding between it and a timber 
supporting the roof. Assistance was immediately rendered and he was thereafter taken to his 
lodgings at Granby Field, opposite Holy Trinity Church in Queensbury. However Goudling died from 
his injuries two days later.

An inquest was held at the Granby Inn, Queensbury, before William Barstow, the coroner. A verdict 
of “accidental death” was returned.

Biographical information 
The death of a Frederick Goulding was recorded in Halifax within the correct timeframe, suggesting 
his age was 25. This is supported by his death certificate which records that he passed away on 2nd 
February after succumbing to “peritonitus from injury to bowels and rectum. Crushed between a 
wagon and some timber in Queensbury Tunnel. Lived 34 hours.”

On Sunday 4th February 1877, Frederick was buried at Holy Trinity in a common grave with four 
others, including an infant.

Research indicates that only four Frederick Gouldings were born in 1852±2 years, of whom three 
were still alive in 1881. The other, born in about 1852, came from Maidstone in Kent, the birthplace 
of his mother, Mary. She was married to Edward, a labourer, and in 1861 the family was living in 
Bermondsey. Ten years later, they had moved to the parish of St John’s in Southwark. Frederick was 
employed as a leather dresser and had two younger siblings, Emma and William.

It has proved impossible to confirm whether this Frederick Goulding is the same man who lost his 
life in Queensbury Tunnel.
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Circumstances of death 
At about 9.30am on Sunday 17th June 1877, a 30-year-old platelayer named Captain Pickles 
was assisting three other men - including Henry Johnson and Thomas Young - to push a trolley 
loaded with sleepers into the tunnel from the north end at Hole Bottom. They would thereafter 
lay a section of track. However a number of the sleepers were overhanging the side and, when 
they arrived at a location where excavation/lining work was still taking place, this resulted in them 
striking one of the vertical roof supports.

A collapse occurred, causing a half-ton timber to fall which struck Pickles on the back of the head. 
His right leg was also broken in two places and he sustained such other severe injuries that death 
was instantaneous. The other men fled - escaping injury - with the exception of one who was 
knocked down.

Pickles’ body was removed to the Old Dolphin Inn where it was laid out by Mary Hartley, prior to an 
inquest held before William Barstow, the coroner. She recounted how it had a deep cut on the back 
of the head, severe crush injuries to the chest and neck, whilst his right thigh and shin were broken. 
Foreman carpenter William Rockelton asserted that the prop must have been struck with great 
force to drive it out.

A verdict of “accidental death” was returned.

Biographical information 
Captain Pickles lived at Cotton Hole in Shelf, Halifax, for much of his life. He was born there early in 
1847, one of six children to father Abraham - a carter and farmer of three acres - and mother Amelia. 
He was baptised on 7th July 1850 together with his sisters Sarah and Susannah.

By the age of 14, Captain was working as a carter - probably alongside his father - helping to 
transport goods. However, by the time of the 1871 census, Pickles Snr had passed away. Instead 
Amelia is recorded as head of the household, farming five acres. Captain is labouring for her, whilst 
siblings Elizabeth, Mary Jane and Tom are earning a living as worsted weavers and spinners.

On 15th May 1877, Captain married Edna Oddy, six years his junior, at Bradford Parish Church. They 
moved in together with his new wife’s family at Slack Bottom near Wibsey. It was possibly in an 
effort to give Edna a better life that he got a job on the new railway, platelayers being better paid 
than agricultural labourers. However, just one month after the wedding, Captain succumbed to his 
injuries in Queensbury Tunnel.

He was buried at St Paul’s Church, Buttershaw, on 20th June.
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At about 9.00am on Monday 13th September 1875, labourer Joseph Gibson - working as a 
platelayer in the tunnel - was struck on the head by a rock which either fell from the roof or one 
of the wagons he was standing alongside in the dark. The blow was so severe that the rock 
penetrated Gibson’s skull, causing his “brains to protude”.

He was taken for treatment at Halifax Infirmary.

3.2  Isaac Dealey/Jethro Daley

At about dinner time on Wednesday 9th February 1876, miner Isaac Dealey (referred to as Jethro 
Daley is some reports) was using a wooden rammer (iron tools not being permitted) to press home 
a dynamite cartridge in the southern approach cutting, close to the tunnel entrance. Due to the 
excessively violent force he applied, the cartridge suddenly exploded, causing severe injuries to his 
face and head.

Dealey was conveyed to Halifax Infirmary where his condition was described as being “dangerous”.

The Halifax Courier commented, “It is to be hoped the frequent accidents resulting from this highly 
explosive substance will teach the men to be more careful in dealing with it.”

An extant track panel below No.4 shaft in Queensbury Tunnel.
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3.3  James Hollins

On Monday 18th September 1876, mason James Hollins was working just inside the south end of 
the tunnel, picking up wedges between a locomotive and some wagons. As he did so, the driver - 
having sounded a warning - started to move the engine, resulting in Hollins being severely crushed 
between the buffers.

Entirely helpless, he was conveyed over the hill via the contractor’s tramway to his dwelling at Slave 
Row, Queensbury. Surgeon John Fawthorp was immediately summoned but “very slight hopes” 
were entertained for his recovery.

3.4  John Cunningham

On the afternoon of Tuesday 19th June 1877, brakesman John Cunningham was attempting to 
‘sprag’ (immobilise) a number of wagons in the southern approach cutting. During this operation, 
he lost his footing and fell across the rails. A number of men working nearby rushed to his aid, 
only to find that the wagons had passed over Cunningham’s legs, severing them both a little 
above the ankle.

He was immediately placed on an empty wagon and conveyed down the Ovenden line to Halifax 
Infirmary where his condition was described as “precarious”.
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4.1  Jonathan Atkinson

On Wednesday 31st March 1875, 70-year-old Jonathan Atkinson, a member of the public, was 
walking along the contractor’s tramway at Ford, half-a-mile south of Queensbury, when he was 
knocked down by a train of wagons and killed instantly. Surgeon John Fawthorp examined the 
body and found it to be “fearfully mangled”, the thighs having sustained compound fractures, one 
of the knees being smashed, several ribs having been crushed and the bowels protruding.

An inquest was held before William Barstow, the coroner. A verdict of “accidental death” was returned.

Biographical information 
Jonathan Atkinson was born in Thornton in 1805 to father Jonathan and mother Mary. In 1832, at the 
age of 27, he married Hannah Ambler at Bradford Parish Church, with whom he had a son, Joseph. 
Following Hannah’s death, Jonathan lived with his son who farmed 20 acres at Northowram.

4.2  William Mitchell

On the morning of Wednesday 28th November 1877, 26-year-old William Mitchell was engaged in 
tipping wagons close to the tunnel’s southern approach cutting. According to the Halifax Courier, 
he was then “seized with a sudden giddiness and fell down insensible.” Medical assistance was 
immediately sent for but Mitchell passed away within a few minutes.

The body was removed to the Malt Shovel Inn at Ambler Thorn and, after a medical examination had 
taken place, a certificate was issued stating that the cause of death was an “apoplectic fit”. It was 
discovered that Mitchell had suffered a similar episode about a month earlier from which he recovered.

4.3  Samuel Pengrove

At about 5.00pm on Wednesday 11th April 1877, navvy Samuel Pengrove went into The George 
Inn at Queensbury and complained to the landlady that he was feeling ill. He asked her to warm 
him some beer and he remained there until 8.00pm when an acquaintance, William Locke, came 
in and offered to escort him to his lodgings. The pair left but, after walking a few yards, Pengrove 
exclaimed “Oh I’m dying” and he was helped back to the beerhouse where he died almost 
immediately after being placed in a chair.

The deceased, who lived at Sowerby Bridge, had never fully recovered from injuries sustained in an 
accident which happened in Scotland in 1861, since when he had only been able to work occasionally.

4 
 O

th
er

 d
ea

th
s



u     nsbury
T U N N E L  S O C I E T Y

Page 25 Queensbury Tunnel: Those Who Gave Their Lives (March 2017)

5 
 C

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

tim
el

in
e

18
78

18
77

18
76

18
75

18
74

J
F
M
A
M
J
J
A
S
O

J
F
M
A
M
J
J
A
S
O
N
D

J
F
M
A
M
J
J
A
S
O
N
D

J
F
M
A
M
J
J
A
S
O
N
D

 
M
J
J
A
S
O
N
D

Work to sink No.8 shaft starts on land owned by John Foster & Son near the north end of the tunnel.
Progress is made erecting the project offices at Netherton.
Work is underway at six shafts whilst a seventh has been sunk at the tunnel’s southern entrance to assist with drainage.

Richard Sutcliffe suffers fatal injuries when a cage falls to the bottom of No.1 shaft.

A wagon loaded with rails runs away down the incline and ends up in a reservoir. No.6 shaft is abandoned due to water ingress.
An American man seeking work at No.2 shaft is robbed of his belongings by two tunnel labourers.
A labourer at No.4 shaft falls over, dislocating his neck; several of his workmates force it back into place.

Several wagons run away down the incline and are smashed to pieces.
John Swire run over by wagons. Henry Ingham drowns in No.4 shaft. Heading completed between south end and No.1 shaft.
Navvy James Nuttall indecently assaults the daughter of the woman with whom he lodges.
Sutcliffe Hodgson loses his balance and falls down No.1 shaft, suffering fatal injuries.
A landslip entombs about 40 men near the northern entrance. The heading is completed between the north end and No.8 shaft.

Henry Jones and John Gough are killed when a failed charge explodes as they withdraw it. No.5 shaft is abandoned.

A supper is held at the Olive Branch Inn, Ambler Thorn, for the foremen and carpenters at the southern end of the new railway.
Contractors make a coffin for a woman whose house had to be pulled down. The heading is completed between Nos. 1 & 2 shafts.

Richard Jones is fatally crushed by a stone as he works it with a pick.
A dynamite cartridge explodes as Thomas Mann recklessly plays with it, resulting in him losing a thumb and a finger.
A wagon carrying 16 men runs away down the incline. They jump out, only suffering bruises, but the dog riding with them is killed.
Llewellyn Jones sustains severe injuries from an exploding charge and succumbs to tetanus a few days later.
James Hollins is crushed between the buffers of a locomotive and an empty wagon, with only very slight hopes of recovery.
Miner Joseph Naylor suffers a broken right leg following a rock fall.

A month-long outbreak of smallpox afflicts a number of the navvies’ families.

Frederick Goulding dies when he is crushed between a wagon and a supporting timber.
The heading is completed between Nos. 2 & 3 shafts.
Navvy Samuel Pengrove goes into The George Inn complaining of feeling unwell and passes away in a chair three hours later.
A navvy falls 20 feet from a scaffold, sustaining severe injuries to the head, arms and ribs.
Captain Pickles is killed instantly when he is struck on the back of the head by a timber weighing half-a-ton.
A rock drilling machine and gang of Welsh minings arrive to push forward the headings from No.4 shaft.
Labourer William Murray suffers a fall, badly crushing his ribs. The heading is completed between Nos. 3 & 4 shafts.

The heading is completed between Nos. 4 & 8 shafts, creating a passageway from one end of the tunnel to the other.
Herbert Evans misses his footing as he climbs down a scaffold, falling to the floor and sustaining serious spinal injuries.
Mason John Dyson suffers a badly broken arm and bruising due to a roof fall as he builds the sidewall near No.3 shaft.

Two men are injured when roof supports give way, causing a roof fall.
Miner Thomas Williams breaks his back when a lump of rock falls on him.

Works inspector James Albrighton ceremonially places the last brick in the lining, bringing work on the structure to a close.
Work to construct the tunnel drain and lay the tracks continues.

Major General C S Hutchinson carries out an inspection for the Board of Trade. Goods traffic starts using Queensbury Tunnel.

Fatality Injury Engineering Criminality Incident Noteworthy
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